6          THE PRINCIPLES OF WAR

what dne knows. Therefore, m order to do even a
little, one has already to know a great deal and to know
it well.^ i

This principle explains the weakness, m 1866, of the
Austrmns (whom the war of 1859 ought to have maoe
wiser), as against the Prussians who had not fought
since 1815. We shall see this in detail later on. The
first made war without understanding it (as, by the way,
did the French m 1870, though they also had recently
gone to war). The second had undeistood war without
making it, by means of caieful study.

Between these two extremes, the positivi&t teaching
of a scientific theory which put aside the living element
of war and thus became monstrous, and a teaching
through action, no choice was possible; both had to be
rejected; one had to create a new system. But one
could not create by basing oneself either on the material
factors, which aie incomplete, or on both the material
and moral factors, the latter being necessarily changing
and undetermined.

One had therefore to give up the attempt to construct
a complete theory of war by abstract mental work and
a mere process of reasoning. One had to create a new
system by basing oneself on facts

We said: "If war is indeed, a * dreadful and im-
passioned drama,' let us study the diarna itself. Let us
look at the actors while they act in the different scenes
that compose the play.'*

With this object in view, let us examine the facts
which history gives us. In order to understand this
complex phenomenon, war, under the numerous shapes
it assumes, let us take those facts one after the other,
let us examine them as closely as we can, under a
microscope, so to speak; let us resojrt to miciobiology,
and let us do this while placing ourselves m the midst
of the circumstances under which those facts arose:
time, place, temperature, fatigue, numerous depressing
causes, misunderstandings, etc. . , . ; let us consider
the questions the actors have had to solve, the company
in its zone of action, the battalion in the same way, the
brigade, the army corps. Let us see the difficulties
they had to conquer, and how they overcame them.
Let us discuss the decisions taken, the result obtained;
let us treat the question anew. Then only shall we see